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Film to a Record or Poem
Competition 13th September 2018
The first meeting following the summer break was the “Film to a record or poem”
competition. The club were pleased to welcome new member Eric Jukes and visitors Chris
Cook, Oliver Cook and James Englefield (who have all since joined the club), a great start
to our Autumn season. There were seven films entered in the competition.
First shown was Graduate Max Bender’s “Taormina Tarantella” (3 minutes 11 seconds)
and used a Sicilian folk song with images filmed around the Sicilian town of Taormina
and cut to the beat of the music. It was commented that it had good shots and there was a
discussion about whether films should be filmed as well as edited to a music score.

Next followed “Flowers” (4 minutes 11 seconds) by Dominic Lobo with music composed
and performed by his son live in Dublin and images of flowers cut and faded over the
singers. Members liked the imaginative images but felt the ending lost pace.
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Third came Andrew Tweed’s “Indian Sunset” (4 minutes 20 seconds) with music specially
composed for the film by Anjali Thakariya and images filmed on the river in India around
sunset. It was remarked that the warm colours and reflections from the river were very
effective but location captions were not in keeping with this competition.

Following that came “Bus Rider” by Ed Kinge (1 minute 50 seconds) with The Who song
performed with images of buses and passengers. Members liked the high quality of the
shots used.

Fifth came Andrew Saunders with “Lantern Festival” (6 minutes) set to Chinese music and
filmed at the Chiswick Lantern Festival. It was commented that images of the illuminated
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displays were interesting but that use of voice over was not appropriate to this
competition.

The penultimate entry was “Autumn Leaves” by John Astin (2 minutes 45 seconds) using
an orchestral version of the music and filmed at West Lodge Arboretum last year. It was
remarked that the shots were cut effectively to changes in the music.

The final entry was Eric Jukes’ “Trend Setter” (4 minutes 20 seconds) set to the Mikey
Lawlay song and shot outside Enfield Civic Centre on IPhone and camcorder. Members
commented on the length of some of the shots and issues around lip synch.
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Graduate
Winner - Taormina Tarantella - Max Bender -57%
Advanced
Winner - Bus Rider - Ed Kinge - 72%
2 - Autumn Leaves - John Astin - 71 %
3 - Indian Sunset - Andrew Tweed - 62.5%
4 - Lantern Festival -Andrew Saunders - 55%
5 - Flowers - Dominic Lobo - 53.5%
6 - Trendsetter - Eric Jukes - 53%

Important considerations when producing your videos.
Competition Marking Criteria
1) Photography The marks here should reflect both the technical and creative use of
images to visually explore and communicate. How well have lighting, exposure, contrast,
focus, colour, viewpoint, subject selection & framing, subject & camera movement, and
image stability been controlled and used to achieve a desired effect?
Are the images imaginative and enjoyable to watch?
2) Sound
The marks here should reflect both the technical and creative use of sound
in relation to the visual images. Ambient & imported sound used singly or combined,
should complement visual imagery effectively.
Does the choice of background music and effects create the right mood for the subject
matter? Is it balanced appropriately throughout?
Is any commentary, interviews or other spoken word audible, clear and effective?
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3) Editing and Production
The marks here should reflect how well the length, juxtaposition, transitions and
manipulation of the clips have been combined to reflect the subject matter effectively.
Are editing tools and techniques used appropriately? Is momentum and pace appropriate
and sustained? Have any special effects been used with discrimination?
Is the film well planned & structured?
Where titles and other text have been added, do font and size work well with the subject
matter and can be read?
4) Overall Appreciation
Marks here should reflect your gut feeling about the film.
Did the film interest you or fail to hold your attention? Is it the right length?
How did it make you feel? Did you feel the mood and emotion the film was trying to
convey e.g. humour, nostalgia, calm, tension, power, curiosity, fascination, surprise, etc.
Did you enjoy it? Would you like to see it again? Will you remember it? To what extent is
the film, in your opinion, innovative, creative and special?
Ed Kinge

Michael Slowe films
In the October 2018 copy of “Film and Video Maker” is a comment on an article from the
August edition which contains an article by film maker Michael Slowe. It described how
he planned and filmed “King Willy” which received 4 stars from BIAFF. Having not
attended the BIAFF weekend, I had not seen this film and a footnote to the article
mentions Michael's website. What a website it is! Most of Michael's productions are there,
both Video and Film, 33 in all. I watched “King Willy” followed by “Ship to Shore” and
“Oxford Street” (made in the early 1970s). michaelslowefilms.com is the site, go there!

Bob Chester.
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Last Word

When I read any club magazine and the Chairman starts with “This is my final
contribution….” I am inclined to skip to the next article so you will be forgiven if you do
the same now.
For those that are still with me there are a few things I want to say as I plan to stand down
at the AGM in November. First is, off course, some big thank yous. The problem is where
do I begin because Potters Bar FilmMakers is blessed with a committed and loyal
committee and everyone plays a major part. They have been, and I am sure will continue
to be a great team, so it would be wrong to single out each individual, but an enormous
thank you to all on the committee.
However, I can’t stand down without picking on Penny, our long standing and by her own
admission, “interfering” secretary. Penny has kept me on my toes, never let me slip and is
always ready with a spare copy of whatever when it is needed. Penny thank you.
So why am I not putting myself forward for another term? In my other life many of you
will know that I am a Samaritan volunteer. I’ve been a listening volunteer for 20 years and
in my time I’ve held a number of other posts within the branch at Ware. It has been the
most rewarding thing I’ve ever done and I’m anxious not to dent my enthusiasm for the
role. With that in mind I am very careful not to over commit myself because, if I so chose,
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I could make it a full-time job. Should I do so I think it would quickly lead to burn out and
early retirement.
I mentioned having other roles. I was privileged to have been asked to be the Director of
the branch some years back. We had 100 volunteers and operated a 24 hour 365 day rota.
It was quite a challenge to recruit, train, retain, support the listening service and callers,
keep the premises up to scratch and adapt to changes in the organisation which were
significant at that time. Nevertheless, and this is my key message, I knew it was only for 3
years and I could throw myself into the task confident that someone else would take the
reins at the end of it.
Changing Directors, like changing Chairman, will inevitably change the character of the
club. Each come with their own unique skills and stamp their mark on the scene.
Hopefully, each will have a vision of what they want to achieve and in so doing, maintain
the dynamism.
I’ve really enjoyed my time at the front of the class and I will miss it, but I do think it is
time to change. Not for my sake, but for the future of the club. I’m not going anywhere,
I’m happy to continue with the Film of the Year Competition and the website if you want
me to and I’m anxious to raise the quality of my films. I’ve never achieved 4 stars at
BIAAF and that will become my focus over the next couple of years.
Onward and upward…..
Andrew Tweed
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The Kon-Tiki
Kon-Tiki is a Norwegian-Swedish documentary film about the Kon-Tiki expedition led by
Norwegian explorer and writer Thor Heyerdahl in 1947 and was released in 1950. The
movie has an introduction explaining Heyerdahl's theory that people from South America
could have built wooden rafts and sailed west to colonise the Polynesian Islands and then
shows diagrams and images explaining the building of a raft named Kon-Tiki and its
launch from Peru, sailing west across the Pacific Ocean. Thereafter, it is a film of the six
crew on board, shot by themselves, with commentary written by Heyerdahl and translated.
The whole film is black and white, shot on a single 16mm camera. A small amount of
colour footage of Kon-Tiki does exist. The Kon-Tiki survived the journey successfully and
is now on display in a museum in Oslo. The movie, which was directed by Thor Heyerdahl
and edited by Olle Nordemar, received the Academy Award for Best Documentary
Feature for 1951 at the 24th Academy Awards. The Museum is well worth a visit!
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FILMS FROM THE ARCHIVES OR ‘SOME OF OUR YESTERDAYS’
Penny Love looks at films made in the past. The 27th of September took us back in time as we watched
some of the films we made several years ago, some club productions and some made by individuals.
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We quite often have been asked to show some of the archive stuff so here it was.
Christine did a grand job sorting an evening’s worth out and as Jeanne Parkes had recently given us both
a couple of large bags of DVD’s that John had put film show reels and our Public Shows on, she had
plenty to choose from.
Unfortunately, there was a ‘Tribute to Wham’ show on in the Wyllyotts theatre so it was a bit of a
challenge to hear our sound but we turned our volume up a lot and just ignored the walls vibrating with
the Wham sounds !!!!!!
The first on screen was ‘Bolt from the Loo’, a club production and made in 1993, to a set theme of
‘The Open Door’. Tony Loader and I somehow, over the years, had been paired acting as a very bossy
wife, (I had to practice a lot of course) and Tony as the hen pecked husband, (he also had to practice a
lot).
In this one we saw her arriving home after having been to play tennis and backs the car into the outside
loo door which keeps coming open. She tells husband to ‘Fix that Door’ but as he is doing all the jobs she
has for him he never seems to get round to it. We see him hanging up the washing, (the door opens and
breaks the washing line), planting bulbs, clearing up leaves etc. Eventually the outside jobs for the day are
done and as Husband passes the yet again open door, he puts a match stick in the bolts screw hole as a
temporary measure. Unfortunately Wife is in the loo and can’t get out and despite her shouting he doesn’t
hear her and goes off to meet his friend in the pub !!!
The next one was Peaceful End and starred Marie Jones and Angela Stroud, made in 1998.
Angela has been on holiday and comes round to Marie to show her the holiday photos. Angela asks about
Alf, Marie’s husband, but sadly she says that Alf died. Shocked Angela asks what happened and Marie
explained that she invited her brother and his wife, (Robert Ginter and Christine), round for lunch. Alf,
(played by Bob Chester) and gone to pick a cabbage from the garden but had sadly ‘keeled over’ while
doing so. Angela asked what happened and what did Marie do, ‘Oh dear’ says Marie, ‘what could I do, I
had to open a tin of peas !!!!’
Marie is a brilliant actress and she and Angela really had the most marvellous facial expressions. The film
won us several awards and always left any audience it was shown to laughing, especially as they had no
idea what the punch line would be until it was spoken.
What a Crazy Game made in 1996 to the theme of ‘These Foolish Things’.
In this one the wife, (Penny), had been to a WI meeting and a golf competition was to be held. Needless
to say ‘Wife’ was determined to win so told ‘Husband’ (Tony), that he had to teach her!!!
We see them both on the golf course and the poor little man trying to tell her what to do and quoting all
the odd names used in the game, (Albatross, Birdie, Eagle etc), which she thought were daft, but she still
managed to get a Hole in One a few times. All fixed of course as no matter how many times I tried, the
ball went everywhere but near the hole.
Come the day and she has all the gear but when she arrived at the course it was a Crazy Golf course and
we see Husband lurking in the hedge asking ‘Who’s foolish now’ and laughing at Wife making a fool of
herself by keep quoting the REAL golf expressions he had told her.
Timeline by John Astin made in 1991
A chap, (Charles Wilkinson), is digging in his garden and comes across a huge buried bomb from the war.
He didn’t actually panic but rushed indoors and found a ‘waste disposal’ ad in the yellow pages directory.
Having rung the number he has to listen to an automated voice telling him to go through all the various ‘if
you want…...’ and pressing all the appropriate numbers but each time he had to rush off back down the
garden to find the information required before pressing the next one. He had to check the colour, (grau but
needed a German dictionary to translate into the colour grey), how was it ticking?, a cat standing nearby
could have set it off, the neighbour was practising his golf swing and the ball hit the bomb but again, it
didn’t go off. Wife comes in and asks why he didn’t take the phone with him as it was cordless!!! Off he
goes again and this time the bomb explodes and only his shoes left with smoke coming from them. We
hear the automated voice telling him not to go near it with several items and the last one is…...you’ve
guessed, a cordless phone !!!!!
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Recycle Revolution 2002. (trying to think of something current going on helps for a subject)
When recycling came into force this was jumped on as a possible film subject and ended up as a very
popular film. Bob was the council official, (Reece Icle, and Tony and Penny back as the terrible twosome.
Husband took in all the various bins for the stuff to be put in while Bob explained what the system was
and the consequences if not done correctly !!! Wife not happy with all this and with husband spending
almost 24 hours a day putting things in the right bin that she had just chucked into any bin. Even Emma,
my cat, had a part by standing in the one that said ‘cat’ but was really for catelogues. Bob comes along
again to say the wrong things were put in the wrong bins and wife decides to get it finally sorted by
‘recycling’ him and the van driver and they are both seen being driven off to the recycling centre !!!
‘Joggers Song’ by me, Penny, and is a ‘film to a record’ with the songs words being acted out. My
cousin Doug was the actor and decided he had better get fit and lose some weight by taking up jogging.
You see him jogging around various places but needs something to drink to keep him going so every now
and again he stops and goes into a pub. Wilf Aston, a member at that time, drew and painted all the pub
signs for me and all the time Doug is finding more and more reasons to have another drink. In the end, he
gets home and all excited gets on the scales only to find that instead of loosing weight he had put on half
a stone!!!! Could it be all those drinks ???
The Partrdge Family by John Parkes came next and was filmed ‘on the spot’ when a family of
Partridges arrived on his drive. Dad and 6, or maybe 8, baby birds spent some time running up and down
the driveway and in and out of all the bits and pieces he and Jeanne had laying about. John spoke as if the
was the parent and gave the babies names of club members. A lovely natural film and so typical of John to
immediately take the opportunity to make a film on the spur of the moment.
The Way Forward by Triangle Productions. (Christine, Penny and Angela). This was when Sat Navs
first started and Angela had a new car so had bought a plug in one with male voice called Steve. Three
ladies on their way to a WI meeting and discussing what the new sat nav could do . Angela very proud of
it and it had an added feature of telling you of any bargains when passing shops, (Buy one get one free
and petrol at 98p per litre etc). They arrive at their destination and get out of the car so Angela unplugs
the sat nav so as not to get stolen. One of the ladies asks if this is a nuisance but Angela says no and
opens the boot. Out steps ‘the voice’ (Robert Ginter). Arm in arm they all go in to the meeting ending
with Angela looking into camera and saying’ Its the way forward !!!
Radio Cracker by Christine made in 1994. The United Churches of Palmers Green held a charity event
for people to call in and pledge money then have their music/record choice played on the air. Christine
filmed what was happening in the temporary studio and used lots of close-ups, which made it more
interesting, and a local policeman gave tips on how to keep you and your home safe. The main chap gave
details of what they had to do and how several young people came in to ‘have a go’ at being the presenter.
The amount raised was about £4000 so not only made a good film subject but made for an unusual days
listening and also helped a lot of charities funds.
Padstow in a minute by Phil Elmer. Phil had been on holiday to Padstow and had already shown us his
film but this was a much shortened version with him telling us about it all to a poem he had written. We
saw so much in that short film that its hard to remember all the details but that made it all the more
enjoyable. We saw everything from shops, pub, lobster pots, the sea and even a dog in a cart attached to
the back of a bike.
Crossing Bath Moss by John Astin. Surprise, surprise, a film about/with a railway connection but one a
lot of people may not have heard of. The Settle and Carlisle, Ribble Head Viaduct. Its ½ mile long, is 100
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feet high and has 27 arches. Quite some feat to design and build it all those years ago, ( I missed the
actual date you said John), It was about to be closed due to being in such a bad condition but the
enthusiasts popped up and held fund raising events to help restore it and therefore keep it open. One event
was when it was closed for a whole day so that people could pay and walk along it. Michael Portillo is the
President of The Friends of Settle and Carlisle Society so not much chance now of it ever being closed I
would think, especially as it is now in such good condition and used all the time for regular train
journeys.
Potters Bar Cine and Video Society Promo DVD was made for an open day we had some years ago and
everyone who came was given a copy. It was a ‘walk in’ day and we had many visitors and enquiries so
held a follow up evening the next week. Andrew Saunders and his daughter came but she is unable to be a
member as works in London and travelling time a factor, but we were lucky enough to have Andrew, now
our membership officer, join and we have seen many of his films on loads of different subjects. so it was
a very well worth while day.
One Night Only by The ‘A’ Team, (Kim and Gill, John and Margaret F, Penny, Christine, John
Parkes and Angela). When John P and Angela were no longer able to be in the team Max joined us. This
one is one of our, and the club’s, most popular films and Margaret as the leading lady is brilliant. (its the
hat that does it !!!!! ). I am sure you all know the story but a reminder for those not there may give them a
chuckle. A lady has stayed one night at a hotel and when she comes to pay the bill she is shocked to find
its £300 per night !!! She complains to the receptionist, (Angela) and the Manager, (John F), goes through
all the reasons for the high charge including a helipad and Wi-Fi for her iPad. She says she never used
any of them, ‘doesn’t have an iPatch or whatever they are called’ and didn’t even have breakfast, to which
the Managers reply every time was ‘Well they were there, you could have’. In the end she gives in and
pays but only £50. The Manager is taken aback and asks why she has underpaid. The lady says she had
charged him £250 for sleeping with her. The shocked Manager says ‘But I didn’t’ . Sharp as a needle,
quick as a flash and with a very cheeky look, the lady says ‘But I was here, you could have’
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
You can’t follow that can you so I won’t even try…………………..
Penny Love
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A Festival of Films
On Saturday 6th October 2018, Potters Bar FilmMakers held their annual Public Show of
films at Northaw Village Hall in the presence of the Mayor of Hertsmere Cllr Brenda
Batten. More than sixty people watched fifteen short films made by club members and
friends during the year. There were a range of documentaries such as “All in a day’s
work” filmed within a nest of robins, “The little black book” which told of family history in
the 1880s and “Not New and Not a River” the story of Sir Hugh Myddelton’s water source
for north London. Travel films included “A postcard from Fuerteventura” and “Lumiere
London” and there were comedies too, such as “Happy Ending” and “Miracle on the
Mantelpiece” which featured ingenious special effects. Refreshments and a raffle were
provided during the interval and the Mayor thanked Potters Bar FilmMakers for a most
enjoyable afternoon at the end of the film show.

The afternoon would not have been possible but for the team work of club members who
set up projection equipment in the hall, served tea, coffee and biscuits to the audience,
ran the raffle, organised the programme, projection and presentation of the films and
quickly reset the hall after the event had finished.
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Knockout Competition and Roy Wainwright Trophy 2018
Thursday 11th October 2018
Potters Bar FilmMakers hosted the annual competition and Ben Simon judged the eight films shown
over four rounds. Unfortunately, no members of Wanstead and Woodford Movie Makers were able to
attend.
The first round was travel themed. “Rajputana” by Andrew Tweed won. Ben commented that it had
great photography with many shots and impressive research. “Queues and Crowds of Disneyland” by
Terry Church came second, it had sardonic humour but the judge said there were factual inaccuracies
and he felt the narrator was grumpy!
Round two was the documentary section. “City for the Dead” by John Astin was judged the winner and
Ben commented that it had a unique angle on the subject, jolly music and he liked the combined shots
which showed the track layout of the past. “Wren’s Masterpiece” by Mike Hobbs came second and the
judge commented that he felt the film lacked visual detail and was concerned about an audio problem
with the bells loop recording and title punctuation.
The next round was nature themed. “Aruba Butterfly Farm” by Mike Hobbs won the round. Ben said this
was the closest decision he had had to make but he liked the close ups and sound even though the film
lacked an introduction. “All in a Day’s Work” the robins nesting, by Phil Elmer came second. The judge
felt it was a nice idea but dissolves would have worked better than jump cuts.
The final round was history themed. “The Little Black Book” by Christine Collins won the round and Ben
remarked that he liked the introduction with context, the close-ups of the entries in the book, the use of
sound, the related material and narration to camera. “A Lifetime of family Memories” by Arthur Gatcum
came second and the judge said it had good voice over but took a while to provide the context for the
many photos shown.
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Potters Bar FilmMakers won the competition and John Astin received the trophy from
Ben Simon who was thanked for judging the event.
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An Evening With…..
A most enjoyable and thought-provoking evening with Ed Kinge took place on Thursday
25th October 2018. Ed was anxious to get the evening underway with no less than 17 clips
or short films to show to demonstrate the points he was making. But first Ed filled us in
with his history in photography and film. Not only is
Ed’s
background fascinating, it is very relevant to his style
of
film
making today.
Called up for National Service, Ed chose the Navy as
he
had
been a Sea Cadet and his Grandfather was a “Navy
Man”. Ed
joined the Fleet Air Arm and was confronted with the
choice of
training as an Aircraft Handler or Photographer. He
made the
life changing decision to train as a photographer and
spent
much of his time on the Ark Royal processing films
from the
cameras on the guns.
After being demobbed, Ed had various jobs in the photographic industry such as studio
assistant, Wedding photographer and in the publicity department of BOC his favourite job
before moving on to Kodak. It was at Kodak that Ed got his first taste of colour
photography as at the time, Kodak led the world in this new technology. It was also where
he got to meet many of the great photographers of the day. Ed's final 23 years of paid
employment were spent teaching in the field, mainly at Barking College of Technology.
The arrival of grandchildren led him to buy his first video camera and having discovered
the joy and possibilities offered away from still photography Ed looked around for a club
to join. We are pleased to say that Ed chose Potters Bar FilmMakers because of the warm
welcome he received and Ed has proved a very valuable member of the club with his
stunning moving images.
But Ed still feels he is learning and with every film he makes he finds his own particular
style developing. But if there is one thing we all took away from his evening it was, don't
get stuck in a rut or be afraid of innovation.

A new challenge
The club night on the 7th March 2019 is an evening of Member’s films that would not
normally be entered into a competition. A lack of 1 minute films for the NTR’s entry into
the Mini Mermaid prompted the thought that we should set ourselves a challenge to make
a number of, preferable light hearted, short films of maximum length 60 seconds. So Film
Makers, let’s get busy and see what we can come up with! It would be great to have a
good response to this challenge because Christine is already saying they will stand a high
chance of inclusion into the Public Show and the best will have a good chance to represent
the NTR in the Mini Mermaid next year.
Andrew Tweed
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POTTERS BAR FILMMAKERS WIN AGAIN!
On Monday 29th October John Astin, Christine Collins, Penny Love, Andrew and Barbara
Tweed and I went to St. Albans to the Annual HACCA Competition.
Sadly there are only three video clubs left in Hertfordshire, St. Albans, Hemel Hempstead
and ourselves but that didn't detract from a most enjoyable evening at St. Albans who
hosted it.
We showed " Who'll Stop the Rain" by Ed Kinge, "Lumiere London" by Max Bender, "The
City for the Dead" by John Astin and "Stolen Property" by Moonlight Productions.
Three eminent Judges spent a long time deciding 2nd and 3rd places but had no trouble in
selecting John's Video the winner on behalf of Potters Bar FilmMakers.
Three of us also won Raffle Prizes. Ask Penny about hers!
Outside competitions are well worth going to and this one particularly so.
Bob Chester
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Documentary Competition Thursday 8th November 2018
Eleven films were entered for this year’s competition and ten competed, of which two were
Graduate entries. First to be shown was “Steam” by James Englefield, a 6 minute eye level
view of model trains, both steam and diesel, with exciting music to accompany them. Second
was “Luxemburg” by Leo Howard which ran 5 minutes with quick shots of trains and trams
cut to music.
Third shown was the first of the Advanced films, Andrew Tweed’s 8:30 minutes film “Wessex
Ridgeway” showing his walk with Barbara from Avebury down to Lyme Regis. The audience
commented on the attractive and restful shots. Next came Max Bender’s “”Fire, Fire” a 5:45
minute documentary showing the preparation for a fire brigade exercise in Trent Park. The
film provoked a discussion about the limitations now in place on filmmakers due to Health
and Safety requirements. This was followed by “Bulkit” by Andrew Saunders, a 5:58 video
showing an outdoor puncture repair in the Philippines. Members were shocked by the 40p
equivalent payment for this service.
The sixth film, by Penny Love ran 11:30 minutes and was titled “Watch out, mosquitoes
about!” and was not an insect health warning but a day spent at the de Havilland Aircraft
Museum at London Colney and was narrated with gentle humour by Bob Chester. Next was
Christine Collin’s “Day Out” a 5 minute exploration of changing times and fashions of her
Grandparents family history through original photographs of their trips to Southend in the
early 1900s.
Film eight was a 2:10 minute film by Eric Jukes “In a quiet Churchyard” which told the
humorous story of defrocked Rev. Harold Davidson of Stiffkey and his work with London’s
“fallen women”! This was followed by “Not New and Not a River” a 13.30 minute film by
John Astin that told the story of Sir Hugh Myddelton’s work on supplying London with fresh
water taken from springs near Ware in Hertfordshire and running to Islington Round Pond.
The film showed the route still being used and pumping buildings along the journey.
The final film was produced on an IPhone by Eric Jukes and was called “A visit to the Stanley
Kubrick archive” and ran for 9 minutes. The librarians at the archive showed both
documents and artefacts from some of Stanley’s most famous films. The results were:
Graduate – 1st/ James Englefield - Steam - 59%, 2nd/ Leo Howard - Luxembourg - 53%,
unfortunately, neither film scored the required minimum of 60% to be declared winner see internal competition rule 1.4.
Advanced Joint winners - John Astin – “Not New and Not a River” and Christine Collins –
“Days Out” - 80%, 2nd/ Eric Jukes – “In A Quiet Churchyard” - 78%, 3rd/ Andrew Tweed –
“The Wessex Ridgeway” - 77%, 4th/ Penny Love – “Watch Out, Mosquitoes About” - 66%,
Joint 5th/ Andrew Saunders – “Bulkit” – 62%, Eric Jukes – “Stanley Kubrick Archive” - 62%,
6th/Max Bender – “Fire-Fire!” - 53%
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The Documentary Competition, club members hard at work
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The Pinner Plate Movie Competition 12th November 2019
This year’s competition was held at Pinner Village Hall between Potters Bar FilmMakers
and Harrow Film Makers. Each club selected films of up to 40 minutes in length and the
judge, Tim Stannard, chose the best programme.
Potters Bar showed six films; “Bus Rider” a collage of buses by Ed Kinge, “Rajputana” in
North India by Andrew Tweed, “Close Call” a hotel comedy by Alpha Productions, “The
Little Black Book” history of her great grandfather Charles Fentum by Christine Collins,
“Not New and Not a River” Sir Hugh Myddelton’s fresh waterway into London by John
Astin and “Happy Ending” a comedy by The A Team.
Harrow exhibited seven films; “Flash Back” a Motown song and dance film by Alan
Colegrave, “In Parenthesis” the art work of Paul Hutchins by Harrow Film Makers,
“H.M.S. Victory” by Jeff Jessop, “Desert City” Las Vegas visit by Richard Laurence, “A
curious Turn” automata at the Heath Robinson Museum by Beverly Peter, “The Garden In
The Sky” 20 Fenchurch Street roof by Richard Lawrence and “Bubbles” by Jeff Jessop.

Tim gave detailed feedback on
each film and finally awarded
the Pinner Plate 2018 for the
more entertaining and varied
programme to Potters Bar
FilmMakers. John Astin received
the salver on behalf of the club.
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NTR of IAC Movie Festival and AGM

John Astin

John Howden

The North Thames Region of the IAC held its Annual Movie Festival and AGM on Sunday
17th November at the Barn Hall, Amersham Community Centre. The Event began at 2pm
with the AGM, which was rushed through at considerable speed, with all the officers
agreeing to remain in their posts. Five of the eight Council members are from Potters Bar
FM – Christine, Penny, Bob, John A. and Eric!
Twenty-two films were submitted and these were made by eighteen film makers. The
films were judged by Tom and Celia Hardwick.
First prize was awarded to Ian Morris for Caves and Chimneys. A Portrait of
Fuerteventura by John Astin was second, and John grabbed third as well with Not New
and Not a River, the story of the New River.
Michael Slowe was awarded Best Use of Sound for his film about the William IV public
house in Hampstead - King Willy.
Philip Bridge’s moving film, Other Bits and Peace Is - the story of how a peace music CD
was created got the prize for Best Edit. Dave Smith picked up Very Highly Commended
and Commended for his films Audio Challenge, and Oh For a Good Night’s Sleep. Paul
Welton’s Carb Heat was Highly Commended.
Unfortunately, the event was poorly attended, with only twenty-two people present, but
let’s finish on a cheerful note- PBFM did very well in the Raffle, with John A., Edward C-O,
Max, Phil & Tony Loader all winning £12 each!
John Astin and Eric Jukes
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THE 68TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE POTTERS BAR FILMMAKERS
HELD ON 22ND NOVEMBER 2018 AT 7.45PM IN THE WYLLYOTTS CENTRE, DARKES LANE, POTTERS BAR, HERTS.
LISTED BELOW ARE THE POSTS FILLED AT THIS MEETING
PRESIDENT - ANDREW TWEED
CHAIRMAN - JOHN ASTIN

PROPOSED BY – JOHN ASTIN
SECONDED BY ANDREW SAUNDERS
_______PROPOSED BY - RON JONES
SECONDED BY_- CHRISTINE COLLINS____

VICE CHAIRMAN ANDREW SAUNDERS__

PROPOSED BY - ANDREW TWEED
SECONDED BY - CHRISTINE COLLINS

HON SECRETARY - PENNY LOVE

PROPOSED BY – ROBERT GINTER
SECONDED BY - KIM HARROLD _

HON TREASURER – BOB CHESTER_

PROPOSED BY – JOHN ASTIN____
SECONDED BY – ED KINGE

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY –
ANDREW SAUNDERS

PROPOSED BY – CHRISTINE COLLINS
SECONDED BY – ROBERT GINTER

PROGRAMME
__

THE COMMITTEE
________________________________

NEWSLETTER EDITOR – MAX BENDER

PROPOSED BY – PHIL ELMER
SECONDED BY – RON JONES

PUBLICITY OFFICER - MAX BENDER

PROPOSED BY – CHRISTINE COLLINS
SECONDED BY - ROBERT GINTER___

PUBLIC SHOW ORGANISER
CHRISTINE COLLINS

PROPOSED BY - BOB CHESTER
SECONDED BY – ED KINGE
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COMPETITIONS OFFICER (INTERNAL)
ED KINGE

PROPOSED BY – LEO HOWARD __
SECONDED BY – CHRISTINE COLLINS

COMPETITIONS OFFICER (EXTERNAL)
JOHN ASTIN

PROPOSED BY - CHRISTINE COLLINS___
SECONDED BY – ROBERT GINTER____

FILM OF THE YEAR AND TROPHY
ORGANISER – ANDREW TWEED

PROPOSED BY – JOHN ASTIN .
SCONDED BY - ROBERT GINTER

WEB MASTER – ANDREW TWEED..

PROPOSED BY – CHRISTINE COLLINS
SECONDED BY – ED KINGE

COMMITTEE MEMBER – KIM HARROLD

PROPOSED BY – BOB CHESTER
SECONDED BY – MARGARET FARRER __

COMMITTEE MEMBER – ERIC JUKES

PROPOSED BY – ED KINGE
SECONDED BY – KIM HARROLD__

APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER
PETER HUNT

-

PROPOSED BY - KIM HARROLD
SECONDED BY – CHRISTINE COLLINS__

(THE NTR IAC KO COMPETITION WILL BE DEALT WITH BY . BOB CHESTER)

John Astin presented Ron Jones with a plaque as he stood down from the Potters Bar
FilmMakers Committee engraved with,

“Potters Bar FilmMakers, Ron Jones, Competitions Officer 2005 – 2018,
Newsletter Editor 2010 – 2018, Thanks for All Your Work”
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AN INVITATION from Eric Jukes
There’s only so much one can get out of attending a club. Often the things you really want to
learn are either not covered at all, or only briefly, if you are lucky, in one club session. Central to
film-making is editing - but editing can be far more than just the old concept of cutting, joining,
and applying transitions. A very interesting piece of software (“App”) which is intriguing me more
and more is Blender. The Blender organisation describes Blender as “… the free and open
source 3D creation suite. It supports the entirety of the 3D pipeline—modeling, rigging,
animation, simulation, rendering, compositing and motion tracking, even video editing and game
creation.”
The main interest for us as film makers is the editing capability, as well as compositing and
motion tracking. Blender isn’t simple to learn - indeed there have been various descriptions
including it being “a steep learning-curve”. But that doesn’t mean it has to be written off. I think
the problem is that the interface (screen) can be set up in many different ways. If you are told
the basic set-up for what you want to do e.g. editing then you are part-way there.
So, instead of inviting you to an “out of club hours” session at my home, I invite you to “the
tranquil and beautiful surroundings of the Clay Hill conservation area: a uniquely rural venue
within the M25, on the edge of Hilly Fields Park and within walking distance of the many garden
centres in Crews Hill”.
St John’s Church Hall is a modern hall next to a small 19th century country church, situated on
the corner of Theobalds Park Road and Strayfield Road, Enfield. I have been renting the hall for
years on the first Sunday of the month, and other halls before for a computer club - actually
about the oldest continuously running such club - but the membership has dwindled and died off
(literally) until we are about three members left. It would seem a good idea to try to rejuvenate
the club by repositioning it into a club for video editing and other video technology.
We meet on the first Sunday of every month from 10.30 - 4.30. and you are welcome to stay for
as long or as little as you wish. (A small donation towards the hire fees would be appreciated as
the computer club has no funds and the hall hire fees are met by me).
The dates of the meetings are Sunday 2nd December, 6th January, 3rd February, 3rd March,
7th April, 5th May.
Even if you are not interested in Blender you might wish to come along with a laptop and work
on your editing with whichever computer package with which you are happy. The downside is
that there is no Wi-Fi at the hall.
In the summer months it is a pleasant area to do some filming and the hall is in a closed off area
of greenery.
A disclaimer - I am not trying to subvert members of PBFM from their allegiance - treat it as one
would an invitation to the home of a member! It meets on a different day anyway.
I was going to advertise the group under Meetups on the internet but would prefer if it were
more a service for local film making/ video club members.
If you want to come along - then preferably bring a laptop - and install Blender in advance (see
Blender.org). It runs on Windows, Mac and Linux.
Just in case you think no-one from PBFM has ever been along - Ed Kinge came along once a
long time ago when we had a long chat about HD camcorders.
Just to confirm - first Sunday of each month - 10.30 - 4.30pm at St John's Hall, Strayfield Road,
off Theobalds Park Road, Enfield EN2 9JP. Parking is available in Strayfield Road, close to the
hall, and a few places are available directly outside the church. SATNAV 531797,198877 for the
entrance in Strayfield Road. The hall is precisely at 531819,198909.
Eric Jukes
For more information ericjukes@gmail,com
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Finally, this is my first Newsletter as Editor and I would like to
conclude by thanking Ron Jones for his many diligent years
undertaking this task so well, he is a very hard act to follow!
All articles written by the editor unless credited otherwise, with
grateful thanks to all the contributors

Distribution Dates for Next Newsletter.
Please send your articles or comments for inclusion
In the next Newsletter to:The PBFM Editor – Max Bender

bender@screaming.net
by the following dates:Last dates for Hard Copy Input to the editor 1st. March. 2019
Last dates for Contributions by e-mail 8th. March. 2019
e-mail Distribution Date 15th March. 2019
Hard Copy Distribution Date 23rd March 2019
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